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This happened in 1620, and from that time forward
the emigration went on. The religious and political
passions which ravaged the British Empire during
the whole reign of Charles I drove fresh crowds of
sectarians every year to the shores of America. In
England the stronghold of Puritanism was in the
middle classes, and it was from the middle classes that
the majority of the emigrants came. The population
of New England increased rapidly ; and while the
hierarchy of rank despotically classed the inhabitants
of the mother - country, the colony continued to
present the novel spectacle of a community homo-
geneous in all its parts. A democracy, more perfect
than any which antiquity had dreamed of, started in
full size and panoply from the midst of an ancient
feudal society.
The English Government was not dissatisfied with
an emigration which removed the elements of fresh
discord and of further revolutions. On the contrary,
everything was done to encourage it, and great
exertions were made to mitigate the hardships of those
who sought a shelter from the rigour of their country's
laws on the soil of America. It seemed as if New
England was a region given up to the dreams of fancy
and the unrestrained experiments of innovators.
The English colonies (and this is one of the main
causes of their prosperity) have always enjoyed more
internal freedom and more political independence
than the colonies of other nations ; but this principle
of liberty was nowhere more extensively applied than
in the States of New England. . . .
In general, charters were not given to the colonies
of New England till they had acquired a certain'
existence. Plymouth, Providence, New Haven, the
State of Connecticut, and that of Rhode Island were
founded without the co-operation and almost without